
Welcome to Montana and the 2018 V-8 Fall 

National Driving Tour 

Let's take our V-8 Tour on paper, to give you just a taste of what the Big 
Sky Country is all about, as well as a look at what you will be doing in your 
flathead on the 2018 V-8 Fall Tour.  Think about being able to drive your 
V-8 on uncluttered roads, without a lot of other traffic and think about 
the great scenery to be viewed, as well as the history to be visited, not to 
mention Glacier National Park.  There will be lots to see and do before we 
start driving.  You might want to arrive a day or two early just to take it all 
in.  A memorable and enjoyable time with other V-8 folks. 
 

(Pre tour activities for those of you who come in a day or two early) 
Saturday August 25  Tour the Billings area and see the early history of the Yellowstone 
Valley  —  and it is interesting. 
 1. Pompey's Pillar National Monument east of Billings.  The Lewis & Clark 
      Corps of Discovery expedition visited here. 
 2. Little Big Horn Battlefield National Monument.  Remember Custer and the 
      7th Cavalry?  This is the place. 
 3. The Heritage Museum of the Big Horn Valley, in Hardin, showcasing valley 
      residents and the sometimes uneasy history of sugar beets verses ranching. 
 
Sunday August 26  Enjoy and see the history of Billings, with its famous canyon rim 
rocks towering 500 feet above the Yellowstone Valley floor.  Visit the grave of Yellowstone 
Kelly, on top of the rim rocks.  Hike the rim rock trail.  Visit the Western Heritage Center, 
and the Moss Mansion house, the home of one of Billings most prominent citizens of the 
early days.  Also consider a visit to Pictograph Caves State Park where native Americans 
left their marks on the walls of one cave.  Sunday evening will be spent at the Feedlot 
Steak House enjoying a Pitch Fork Fondue, renewing old acquaintances and meeting new 
V-8 friends.  And we will be reviewing the activities for the coming week. 
 
Monday August 27  And away we go !!  We will be heading out of the motel, up over the 
rim rocks, through the rolling hills of central Montana, and visiting the old mining towns 
of Neihart and Monarch in the Little Belt Mountains.  You will begin to understand and 
appreciate what the term Big Sky really means!  In Great Falls we will tour the Lewis & 
Clark Heritage Center and the Giant Springs of the Missouri, which produces over 
400,000 gallons of water a minute.  Then on to the motel for a rest, relaxation and then 
dinner. 
 
Tuesday August 28  After a continental breakfast at the motel, we’re off on a drive, 
again paralleling the high Rocky Mountains on one side and the prairie on the other, 
where the fields of wheat are measured in sections, not acres.  We will have lunch at the 
Old Lodge and then head into the mountains to our destination for the next two days.  
The southern edge of Glacier National Park will be on our right.  You will enjoy the scen-
ery. 
 
Wednesday August 29  After a continental breakfast at the motel, we head back into 
the mountains, to a land of winding roads, rivers, lakes, waterfalls, and yes, possibly even 
glaciers (in the distance).  We will travel through forest canopy covered highways of forest 



to the top of the world —  at least you may think so.  Where are we going?  Glacier Na-
tional Park, and the famous Going to the Sun Highway.  We will view the glaciers, and if 
we are in luck, a few mountain goats will come to wonder who is crazy enough to drive old 
cars in their world!  When in the Park watch out for the famous Red Buses — 1936 White 
tour buses (fully updated mechanically by the Ford Motor Company),  with folding canvas 
tops, roll down windows, and lots of vintage flavor.  These red buses were specifically de-
signed for use in the western National Parks, and remain a favorite today.  They are a 
treat to experience all by themselves.  Leaving the Park’s winding roads, we head to a mu-
seum full of flatheads, from the first V-8 in 1932 to the last V-8 in 1953.  We will then 
wander next door to the VFW Club for dinner on your own. 
 
Thursday August 30  Breakfast at pool side, then driving along the largest natural 
freshwater lake west of the Mississippi River, surrounded by snow covered mountain 
peaks, rising to the sun.  This is Flathead Lake (and for folks like  us, what name could 
possibly be more appropriate?)  For those interested, scenic boat tours are available.  
Then we will travel to and tour the Ninepipes Museum of western Indian artifacts from 
the early valley days.  From the museum we will go to the St Ignatius Mission, and then 
drive through the timbered mountains and ranches, heading up and over McDonald Pass 
and down to Helena, the State Capitol, and our next motel stop.  (From our motel, see if 
you can find the sleeping giant) 
 
Friday August 31  After our continental breakfast, we head back into the country to visit 
one of the wonders the Lewis & Clark Corps of Discovery Expedition visited during their 
exploration of the area, followed by a boat ride to rediscover what they found.  After our 
boat trip we travel to the head waters of the Missouri River and see where it all begins.  
From the head waters we start our journey back to Billings and an evening of socializing 
and a fun, as well as a tour ending banquet dinner with friends.  We can be thankful we 
had cars to drive on our trip and did not have to travel by canoes 0r by foot, as Lewis & 
Clark did so many years ago.  But maybe that is a good reason to come again, and explore 
more extensively.  We will end Friday evening reminiscing about our great week and say 
our good-byes until the next tour. 
 
By the time we are done, we will have driven 1200 + miles (round trip).  Happy motoring 
and thanks for joining us!  The Big Sky V-8 Regional Group #153 has enjoyed showing 
you our state. 
 
 
For more information or a registration packet: 
 Contact:  Tour Chairman—Norm Clark 
 406-259-6154      email:  nclark@clarksafety.com 
 
 Mail:   2018 Welcome To Montana National Tour 
   c/o Norm Clark 
   1913 Wentworth 
   Billings,  Montana  59105 


